Henry Lawrence wrote to Allahabad as follows:

'Lucfoiow,
June 30th, 1857.
My dear Havelock,
This morning we went out eight miles to Chinhat
to meet the enemy, and we were defeated, and lost
five guns through the misconduct chiefly of our
Native Artillery, many of whom deserted. The
enemy have followed us up, and we have now been
besieged for four hours, and shall probably to-night
be surrounded. The enemy are very bold, and our
Europeans very low. I look on our position now as
ten times as bad as it was yesterday; indeed, it is
very critical. We shall be obliged to concentrate if
we are able. We shall have to abandon much supplies
and to blow up much powder. Unless we are relieved
quickly, say in ten or fifteen days, we shall hardly
be able to maintain our position___'
_ Tfee city had been threatened by the mutineers
who had been hovering in the eastern parts of Oudh
since the rising at Lucknow on the 50th May and
the mutinies that had followed in the outlying dis-
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